
The Value of True SaaS 
for EHS Compliance

Software as a service (or SaaS) is a way of delivering 
applications over the Internet—as a service. Instead of 
installing and maintaining software, you simply access it 
via the web, freeing yourself from complex software and 
hardware management.



What if there was a better way to manage your EHS, compliance, and 
sustainability information? 

Streamline your business processes and guarantee data management success with ‘The Cloud’ 

You’ve realized that the complexities of your company’s 
compliance or environmental health and safety (EHS) re-
quirements call for a better solution than multiple scat-
tered spreadsheets or silo systems. Great. So now what?

A series of questions may be running through your head. 
Where do you start looking for software solutions? What 
are your company’s sustainability initiatives you’d like to 
achieve? What would you like your system to help you ac-
complish? These are all valid questions. However, what 
some people don’t realize is that one of the most influ-
ential first questions to answer during the initial stages of 
searching for a software solution is whether you want it to 
be on-premises or offered through the web.

Using a central repository offered through the web not 
only gets your crucial site information out of paper files, 
spreadsheets, and stand-alone or unaccessible databases, 
but it also ensures that any project participant can access 
this information from any place at any time. True cloud-
based, Software as a Service (SaaS) systems are run on 
one platform that’s always up-to-date and exists across 
all customers; otherwise known as multi-tenancy archi-
tecture. Multi-tenancy is a SaaS delivery method that is 
guaranteed to eliminate many of the problems created by 
the traditional software licensing and upgrade model. 
SaaS offers the following advantages:

Benefit from the wisdom of the crowd

By providing a standard version of the software across all users, 
the vendor can spend more time directly addressing your needs, 
and less time maintaining software. This single version, with 
proper security features and configurable functionality, creates 
an unprecedented sense of community. The collaboration of 
knowledge and success stories provides valuable insights and 
promotes further innovation.

Eliminate surprise costs

With a subscription-pricing model, you pay as you go. And all 
updates are continuous and automatic- ensuring you won’t be 
forced into paying for an upgrade. Everything is included in your 
subscription, meaning no extra surprise costs. 

Take advantage of automatic, vendor-
managed updates

Traditional software upgrades can be cost-prohibitive due to 
their complexity and required resources, and can be put off 
for months or even years. Multi-tenancy ensures that every 
customer is on the same version of the software. As a result, no 
customer is left behind when the software is updated to include 
new features; which deliver continuous improvement and make 
staying compliant with new laws and regulations less of a bur-
den. 

The Value of True SaaS for EHS Compliance	 2

“The forecast penetration of cloud computing in the US will save $12.3 billion 
in energy costs annually by 2020”

Verdantix, Communicating The Business And Sustainability Case For Cloud Computing Webinar, 2011



Improve the quality of your data

With a central, SaaS system you can eliminate:

User Confusion

Redundancy

If you are currently using a variety of different applications for 
the management of your environmental data, you are creating the 
opportunity for double input of data, which negatively affects its 
quality. Using one central SaaS system simplifies data input, and 
by having this one system being used across multiple depart-
ments and for various programs, you eradicate the possibility of 
redundancy. 

With different databases or applications come different navigation 
systems and user experiences. Users having to learn how to oper-
ate multiple systems increases confusion and makes it more likely 
there will be errors in your data. Using a cloud-based system gets 
rid of this hassle and decreases the possibility of errors. 

Wasted Man Hours
If you don’t have an integrated system, users are forced to re-en-
ter the same data in different applications. This results in wasted 
man hours and slower turnaround speed, which ultimately culmi-
nates to low user productivity. 

Easy access & actionable insight

Gain access to relevant data in real-time 

With a cloud-based SaaS system, your environmental data 
will always be accessible. Your stored data will be available 
from any location and with any device, platform agnostic. 
Which means as long as you have an Internet connection, 
you’ll only be a few clicks away. 

Also, by capturing and analyzing data all in one place in 
the cloud, you can analyze information at portfolio level 
significantly faster, providing actionable insight in real-
time. All your information is consolidated into concise, 
intuitive formats, which enable you to make immediate, 
informed decisions. 

The tools within this SaaS system will also assist you when 
it comes time to make critical decisions. Because your 

environmental data is being stored within a single, pow-
erful application, the information can then be rolled up 
into comprehensive and readily accessible business ana-
lytics via dashboards. From here you can access real-time 
analytics and easily configurable reports with the ability to 
drill down to the raw data details. 

With a SaaS system you get immediate, real-time insight 
into every aspect of your entire EHS operations. 

Did you know... the SaaS delivery model 
eliminates the burden on your IT department? 
IT employees will be able to change their focus 
from deploying and maintaining an application 
to actually overseeing the services that this ap-
plication provides; ensuring they can stay busy 
producing more value for your business. 

Faster Deployment

SaaS is all about speed. With a centralized, SaaS sys-
tem you can not only find information faster and reduce 
cycle time for data loading, validation, management, and 
reporting- but the initial deployment is much faster than 
an on-premises solution. 

With SaaS, you avoid the often prolongated deployment 
associated with other software, which usually comes with 
compounded expenses, and you experience immedi-
ate set up and value. Because the system is run over the 
Internet and simply requires a username and password 
to access, no time has to be spent on installing software 
on individual devices- so you can skip the messy instal-
lation, maintenance, synchronization, and upgrades. 

With SaaS you gain immediate access to the system, pay 
only for what you use with no hardware to procure, no 
large, up-front license fee, and no complex set-ups.

Questionable 
Data Quality

With an excel spreadsheet or access database, human error 
during data entry is bound to eventually play a part. With a SaaS 
system, data quality checks and validation happens immediately 
at the time of input. This ensures your data is accurate and reli-
able, so that any decision you make based off of that data, you 
know is correct. 
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Select a platform that can grow with your needs

“The greatest self-inflicted wound customers make 

is allowing too much customization to software 

they run on premises. It gets down to the balance of 

freedom vs. order. Customization is all about free-

dom, but if you go too far down that road, you lose 

order. I have found that configurable software lets 

an organization balance freedom and order.”

-Rick Bergquist, Former CTO of PeopleSoft & Locus Chief 
Software Evangelist and Board Member

With configuration, not customization

First let’s cover the basics: 
the difference between cus-
tomization and configuration. 
Customization involves the 
development of custom code, 
most likely by the vendor, 
to change or add functional-
ity; whereas configuration is 
the customer making changes 
through vendor-supplied 
tools. A true SaaS system 
should be configurable, so 
your organization is freed 
from costly customizations 
while still being able to easily 
meet company-specific business processes. 

One popular myth about SaaS is that because it’s in the 
cloud, it’s a one-size-fits-all solution. This could not be 
further from the truth. Not only should a SaaS system

Locus SaaS software suite

be configurable for the 
company, but it should also 
be configurable for different 
departments or parts within a 
company. 

The configuration factor is 
crucial when you’re looking 
for a software system that can 
grow and change along with 
your organization. Some SaaS 
systems, such as Locus’, offer 
this rare opportunity to con-
figure your software to your 
business processes, not your 

business processes to your software. This is especially 
important in the complex world of EHS, compliance, 
sustainability, energy, carbon, air, and water manage-
ment, where regulations and requirements are in a 
constant state of change. 

An integrated approach

Locus beleives that companies should own and have easy 
access to their own environmental data in one centralized 
and integrated system in the Cloud. In order to promote 
an integrated approach to EHS, energy, sustainability, 
and compliance management, we’ve included the follow-
ing applications under our SaaS software suite umbrella:

Health and Safety
Track and report environ-
mental health and safety 
indicators and manage 
incidents

Task and Compliance
Track, remind, and 
manage with built-in 
notifications and escala-
tion workflow 

Waste Management
Track and manage regu-
lated waste from creation 
through disposal

Automation
Control and manage your 
monitoring and report-
ing activities from your 
desktop

Environmental 
Sustainability 
Manage all your corporate 
sustainability inititiatives 
and easily prepare corpo-
rate reporting 

Asset Inventory 
Track, manage, and 
assign tasks and activities 
to equipment  

For further information, please email info@locustec.com, 

call 650-960-1640, or visit www.locustec.com 
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