SCIENCE&TECHNOLOGY

After a 15-year groundWéter dearnup, San Joses(®

Federal Superfund sites in the South Bay

There are 28 South Bay sites on the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s
Superfund list. Nearly all involve chemicals that leaked from underground
storage tanks in the-1960s, 1970s and 1980s. They are now-being cleaned
up, and although costly, pose minimal risk to human health
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is deemed safe enough to be reborn as a shopp

BY PAUL ROGERS

Mercury News Staff Writer

MAGINE building a super-
market on a Superfund site.
That's right, shoppers:

Milk, lettuce and lunch meat sold

* on land that remains classified by

the U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency among the nation’s .
most serious hazardous waste
sites. .

An episode of the Simpsons?

Hardly. It's an upcoming possi-
bility in San Jose.

On Wednesday, the San Jose

- planning commission is sched-

uled to consider zoning changes
to allow Mountain View business-
man Ray Ferrari and his brothers
to build a Lucky supermarket and
strip shopping center at the for-
mer Fairchild Camera and Instru-




San Joss officials this month are considering plans to bulld a Lucky nal Road in South San Jose.

::pen?larket a'nd s{hc‘:pp;(f;% ge‘nler on ntg: c;ld Fzgirchild Came{a plant The site made headlines in 1981
.. .. Sfle, where soivents lea into grou ater 20 years ago. Two wells , 3
will pimp &nd clean water for years to come at the now-safe site. When. W orke‘rs discovered that
chemical scivents had leaked
Existing property boundary e —=  Proposed Lucky stors snd parking ees e from underground storage tanks
Underground clay containment wall exaew Other proposed store sites |>396 1] : _
—_ _ v : g’ there and Fontammated gmund
] @ ——==F}———gmmaaaly water. During an exhaustive 15-
' : e year cleanup, the property has

remained fenced off and aban-
_ doned since the Fairchild plant
closed in 1983.

then
pumped M an
back into 9 Kis cleaned ks|f
ground attreatment £ (<

}J : If given the go-ahead by the
.E Wateris | ....‘.... plm comn:dssion and San
3 ( fpumped' o g, | Site ot tesking tank | Jose City Council next month, the
5 p from 50-75 _09\ (dug up in 1382) Ferraris may oversee the first

.} - Superfund-te-supermarket con-

version in the United States.

But before you rush to call
‘Woody Harrelson or Greenpeace
in outrage, consider this: The gov-
ernment regulators charged with

| site of old plant -
-} {to be demolished)

Via Del DY

cleaning up Superfund sites in the
. Bay Area say the plan is perfectly

safe. '
N - J See CLEANUP, Page 2F
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Waterispumpedinto o ¢° o ; 2 1
O Cmtvasnon ©, & wmar | How contaminated water is cleaned

turns the water |  The groundwater at the old Fairchild plant is cleaned using

into mist, and a process called air stripping. Evaporation of solvents —

;m;vhgzef similar to paint thinner — is accelerated in this process.
olve

evaporate into | Water is pumpedtoa Clean water is

the atmosphere e second filter, where  ~ pumped back
heavier sediments are e into ground at 1860
filtered out 33§ 14 gellons per minute

.
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Notorious S.J. toxic waste site may beco

B CLEANUP
from Page IF

executive director of the San
Francisco Bay Regional Water

Control Board, based In
Qakland. ~There's no risk unless
you're going to let your Kid dig
the parldng lof down 50
feet deep.” .

Anyone worried about shop-
ping one day on the Fairchild site
should worry more about paint
thinner in the garage first.

Then they should fret about’
their liquid paper and WD-0,
which expose them to higher
concentrations of the same

water, said Ste-
an environmental spe-
with the regional water
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fosing regulati that

ons overn
EPA's&xperﬁmdpmgramg' ¢
But enviz ists maintain

water which oversees
most of the sites in
the South Bay, with pri-
vate engineers said that trace

Nearby residents sued Fairchild
over contamination at the site.
The plant was abandoned and
closed in 1983.

“It’s very frustrating " said Tom

Jones, a Mountain View environ- -

mental engineering consultant
wmmmedmdwFﬂxd\ﬂd

rn by Grear Oaks Water Co.,
"R 1558 wate neaih 3

state health department’

study indicated & higher-than-

normal incidence of birth defects

i i South San

rear Fairchild
from 1 to 1983, but found no
conchsive link een the con-

de‘fjer;gmtsé\ln 1988, Fairchild
and the others to

them an undisc osed‘gn,e?nul by
lion-dollar settlement. Today,
Fairchlld Semiconductor is head-

which blows air through con-
taminated water to speed up the
evaporation of solvents.

natural W in its Jéesent form,
Avouldn't be ed to the -
/ fund list” said
f wu Technolo

— a standard the agency’s own
concede may be
ible to

nside the plant's 22-acre
boundary, the T must
be cleaned to i

ifornia
— even

lots, groundwater

made four times cleaner than the
drinking water now coming out
of millions of Bay Area faucets,
even no one is

Officials for Schlumberger Ltd.,
the French oil equip
ny that bought Fairchild in I
in what proved (o be a disastrous
business ?4%":;\11 s].?y Lh';\t after
spending on, they are
stlll spending $483,000 & ves
squeezé the Snal"pas

it

cised Bay &

jore
~-Guality Control

‘will get cancer.
How safe is one in a million?
By comparison, the EPA es-
timates the risk of getting
struck by lightning at | in
30,000,

Yet government regulators

& d even that one in a
I j2rd 28 oo risk

groundwater
the 1860s, 1870s and -

980s. olngesolvemshxve
trus-based

908py water of
liquids in modemn-
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laws

Yet the EPA and the regional
water board has never removed
one South Bay site from the -

- though that
terisﬂbemgl.vsedmm
be in the future,” sald Lots Grun-
wald, & keswoman for the
US. EPA In San Francisco. “Wa-
ter is a vahmble
dlally in the West."
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Critics argue that Superfund  &nd the EPA have soed esefl ot
g money. er.
park does pot  California Gov: Pete Wilsoa
pixy- and_President Clhinton have
Y woirked to ease some of the pro-
grams’ burdens.
Under & new statz policy de
P
to uses,
last the regx walsr
board promised not to hold
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