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Locus Technologies turns to the |EI'IIBl

Walnut Creek-based engineering g

firm wants to revolutionize
remediation at Superfund sites
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WALNUT CREEK - Locus
Technologhes, congidered one of
thie bop environmental enginesr-
ing compardes in Slicon Valley,
‘wanks 1o nevolotionize remedia-
Hon at Supesfurd ard other con-
taminated sites by employing the
Intemnet.

T Walnut Creek-based oo
pany has developed an Intemet
solution called LocusFocus that

allows for pemole monktoring of
wiler levels, flow rates,
and athet op-
cratlonal statistics of
treatment plants; open-
ing and closing of
walves; and checking
for problems, all from &
Java-equipped Internet
lrrcrwser an a compuder,
Setting up Lotus-
Focus lnvolves mane
[please turn lo page B)

s wrirt n RS AASRRSAS #Y LA AR AT, ALAMEI, AND AN COPNTTER

than just inatallisg software. [t requies cer
site mstallabion of special ausomated valves
ared senaors to trassmit dats from the sibe 1o
the client’s deshitop via the Intemes. De-
pending on site Jocation, the Internet link &
eade via phone, DEL or T-1 Ine; cable
mosdem; or satellite sysiem. For a srmall site
with a couple of valves and a ircatment
wystem, installstion of & LecusFocus auso-
eruated system could cost st 530,000,
Big savings

Lnthrdmhgh—lprﬂldml.uujcﬂ:\
Neno Duaplancie says the sie of LocusFoous
cun enean cesd aavisg af 30%-70% over the
| traditional monitoring method of periodi-
eally sending techniclans o each sile.

“The battom line Is o ga nnl:,l wwhen
you need o g0, he sayw

He clies a5 an ewamqle an sutomated
syslem Looss Eniialled last summer for
Uniee Packfic Ratlroud at a sile on Doraes
Padd tn the Slerrs MNevada. Union Pacifics
formerengineering flrm had bosend techei-
clars froen Sacrasnendo to monibor the sise.

Stz |t wias urder snonw and ine
secesiible, 50 they'd have 1o dig hennels,”
e says

Unoe: Pacific recovered the cost af the
new sysien in less than six months, while
many clienis do so with LocusFocus susto-

Another cost-asving comes from gets
tinyg, thet et mdleage out of water fliess in
the treatenend system. LocusFocus enoed-
tons the condition of the Alier and sendi an
e-mall or page when they ard rearly spent,
eliminating the practioe of replacing them,
regardiess of condition, an periodic visis
hecause of the length of lime between vis-
s E-maiband pages arealso used for alerts

Locus Tgchnﬂ!agfes G AR

e abnormal resdings.
Concerns, barriers, and solulions

While remate menitoring and control
wia the Inteenat i new, such technology s
already & use Bn the form of telemneiry
wystema that allow dialing ivdo a dedicated
Pl Ene for real-time dats s contral,
sezording to Michael G, Supserfund tech-
nizal Bajson in the ) 5. Enviseemental Prg-
tection Agency’s Region %, which covens
CaSfornia, Nevada, Hawail, snd Arizona

Mr. Gill says twi ¢oroerna ane secarity
from Indeerat huckers and mondiosing of
wpills with asy prenote sysbem.

Regasding the first, Mr. Duplaneis sava
sezeid 00 the LocusFons system, & pass-
winrd-protected on a secure server. Regard-
ing the secord, he says one of the safeguards
af the system is the crows-checking aof one
sensorreading with snother. In ctherwords,
u vadve functicadng o o agill could be con.
firmed based e water proaure, fow, level,
and other readings on either side of a coes.
perant. Ansthersafeguand isan on-siiecam-
ra that can feed plcrures via the Inlermnet.

Orueof the barriers o complebe automa-
Hecm s waber besting, bevause systems that
can feed waler-bes? imfeemation in real time
are oo ppenaivie 1 present fo be practical
Howerer, Mr, Duplancic predicts that in g
yoar or 80, such technology will be afioed-
able. putting the firad link in the sutoma-
tion chain.

The fastest growing part

Hesdquartered ar 1333 North Califor-
nia Boukevasd in Walrot Crrek. Locus Techs
nologies bas offiees in Moantain View and
Les Angeles.

Th company, which bandles joba frem
the 480-acee hEiddlefield-Ellis-Whisman
Superfund Site in Moumiain View lo con-
tarmirated aited in Ohio, Mew York, Pusrie
Rico, France, and Singapore. b the three-
year-ild descendent of the former Canorie
Emimnmental Services. Mr. Duglancic, far-
ety vice-presiclent of the western region of
Cancrde, formed Locus and bought the a-
sety of Caronde’s negional office. Locws ook
In 57 million in nverne the first year and §9
million ihe socond asits client list diversified

Since Loou launched LecusFoos neardy
Fo, then wrader a difesest nasw, exiating
Lacus ¢lierds Schlumiberges, Raytheon, Insef,
I, ared Uiniican Paccific harve bevore beavy
wiers of the service. LocusFocus business
now aocounts foe 15%-20% of Lacus” busi-
ness, which was about $10million reverues
List year. Mir. Duplancic says that part of the
buainesa s growing significansdy [xier than
the res of the conpany.

Foe morw infarmation, ol 929 508-8100
o windl www loonstes com.




