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Neno Duplancic

te jobs

By Sandra Ann Harris
Staff writer

Staggering quantities of toxic
waste in Eastern Europe and the
Soviet Union may be cleaned up
under the direction of an Orinda man
who returned from a California trade
mission last week.
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Neno Duplancic of International
Technology (IT), Corporation spent  Dyplancic, who was born and
two weeks meeting with high-level educated in Yugoslavia, is a civil
officials and appearing on television engineer for IT Corporation in Marti-
in East Germany, Czechoslovakia, nez and directs engineering design
Yugoslavia, Hungary and the Soviét and implementation of closures of
Union at the invitation of California pazardous waste sites. He has lived in
Licutenant Governor Leo McCarthy. Orinda for two years with his wife,

“"They need any help they can gel. vera, who is expecting their firstchild
There are (toxic) sites scattercd all i, April.
over Eastern Europc Thcy'rca 1,000 The trade mission was an out-
times more difficult than what we growth of a conference in Los Ange-
have here,” said Duplancic, who esti- o held two months ago titled:
maied clean-up costs at $8 billion “Environmental Issues in Eastern
over the next 10 years. Europe and Central Europe and Op-

In Czechoslovakia, for example, pornities for California Business.”
6 million cubic yards of hazardous McCarthy, who is chairman of the
waste has been piled up in a volcano- California’s Commission for Eco-
shaped dump. On top there is alake of nomic Development, sees these
hazardous liquid waste, said Duplan- countries as a business opportunity
cie. . for California, which is feeling the
Near Budapest, a large amount of pinch of a decline in defense spend-
mercury has seeped into the ground ing. The focus of the mission was to
waler. . introduce California industry to the

In Eastern Gcrmany, chemicals emerging market economies of these
from a steel factory have contami- Eastern European nations as well as

nated the ground water, and chemi- giceyss environmental problems and
cals left over from a chemical factory go1urions.

thatwas formerly onthesitchave also gy golden opportunity to place
polluted the area. . the resources of these defense indus-
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tries in the large environmental mar-
ket,” said Duplancic, whose com-
pany plans to bid on clean-up projects
he visited in Germany, Hungary and
Csechoslovakia.

“Every country has its own prob-
lems and has to have its own ap-
proach,” he said, citing East Germany
and Czechoslovakia as examples.

“Although both countries are
very polluted, the way the clean-ups
will be implemented will be very
different,” he said.

The cash infusion from West
Germany to East Germany following
the recent unification will give clean-
up efforts a “jump-start™ and, accord-
ing to Duplancic, the toxic waste sites
should be stabilized within two years.

Inother countries like Czechoslo-
vakia the process will be undertaken
much more slowly, because funds are
not available,

“It’s clear that in none of these
countries is the environment a top
priority,” he said.

In Berlin, the new capital of a
unified Germany, Duplancic dis-
cussed new environmental technol-
ogy with the German Federal Envi-
ronmental Ministry,

In Czechoslovakia, Duplancic
met with President Vaclav Havel to
discuss solutions t0 the country’s
staggering environmental problems
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that nced to be quickly mitigated. He
also appeared on Czech television to
discuss the country’s environmental
challenges.

In Hungary, the delegation met
with the U.S. Embassy’s Commercial
Officer David Hughes to discuss
growing business interest in joint
ventures as well as corresponding
environmental regulation and liabil- |
ity questions for foreign investors.

In Yugoslavia, Duplancic ob-
served cnvironmental destruction
that continues to be a major problem
in Yugoslavia’s modemization pro-
gram and participated in two days of
high-level talks,

In Moscow, Dr. Abel Aganbeg-
yan, author of perestroika, showed
California trade delegates how re-
forms are shaping the Soviet market-
place and how government officials
are coping with major environmental
issues. .

“It was a quite exhausting trip,”
Duplancic said.

Duplancic was born and educated
in Yugoslavia. In 1979, he received
his undergraduate degree in civil
engincering from University of Split
in Yugoslavia. In 1984, he carned his
master’s degree from Carnegie-Mel-
lon University in Pittsburgh, Pa. In
1986, he received his Ph.D. from the
University of Split.




